
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Office of the Secretary 

Press Service 

Release - Immediate Febrary 25, 1925. 

LIIUI XiG3A!rIOE;r STU0IEs 
XADE BY BIOLOGICAL StiPEY 

In order to m&e proper regulations for the protection of our migratory 

birds it is necessary to know where and whon they-are to be found. Such informa- 

tion is furnished by the distribution &and migration files of the Biological SUP 

vey, United States Dopartmtnt of Agricufture. These files are the result of many 
- 

years' work, and a large part of the information in them is original matter that 

has been obtained from volunteer observers throughout tho United St&t08 tid 

CB&. Theso persons send to the Biological Survey in spring and fall the 

records of their observations of,the birds in thoir respective localities- The 

bureau has now about 200 observers, some of whom have been sending their re- 

ports regularly for over forty years. There are, however, many localities from 

which information is still needed, . 

Besides forming the main basis for the provision6 and regulations of 

the Wgratory Bird Treaty for the protection of birds commOn to the United 

States and Canada, these records am used for mapping the ranges of the various . 
specie6 and for the preparation of fauna1 reports, distributional bulletins, and 

migration tables. They may be consulted at any time by bird students interested 

in this line of study. 

In addition to knowing'where birds breed, it is desirable to learn 

something of their numerical distribution and relative abundance. For this pur- 

pose consuses of breeding birds are taken at the height of the nesting season, 
are 

Areas containing 40 to 80 acres are selected and the birds nesting thero/cnre- 

fully tt;ld accurately counted. The results of the cotiinod counts on many such 

tract6 furnish ;t key to the conditions in the count& as a whole. Some of the 

results that have been obtained by this method of investigaiion are shown in De- 
partment Bulletin 100. 1165, United States Department of Agriculture, "Report on 
Bird Censuses in the United States, 1916 to 1920." 

In view of the inportance of th$s tirk the Biplogical Survey is ve’;y 
desirous of increasing the rxumiber of volunteey cooperators, Althou@ the 
bureau has no funds to pay for the wxk, anyone &o ti willing to undertake it 
will be funished full instructions and,rqort blanks by applying to the Chief, 
Biological Survey, Department of Agriculture, &shin&on, D. C. 
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